
Nehemiah 13 - Principles of Separation;
Nehemiah’s Reforms

II. Rebuilding of the people (Neh 8:1—13:31)

(2) Resettling of the city in Nehemiah's later reforms (Neh 11:1—13:31)
(D) Nehemiah's reforms: correction of various covenant violations that the nation

had previously covenanted to abstain from (13:1-31)
(a) After hearing the Mosaic law regarding exclusion of Moabites and

Ammonites from the assembly Israel removed all Canaanites from the nation
(13:1-3)

(b) When Eliashib converted a sacred temple room into Tobiah's dwelling
Nehemiah ousted Tobiah from the Temple and cleansed this room after

returning from Babylon (13:4-9)
(c) Nehemiah appoints faithful administrators in order to make restitution for

and prevent the future robbing of Levi's tithes (13:10-14)
(d) Nehemiah stops Sabbath breaking by reprimanding the Sabbath breakers

and by driving away those conducting business on the Sabbath (13:15-22)
(e) Nehemiah disciplined those who intermarried with pagans (13:23-29)

(f) Nehemiah asks God to remember him for sanctifying the nation from all
things foreign, appointing duties for the priests and Levites, and providing for

the Temple (13:30-31)

Nehemiah 13
(D) Nehemiah's reforms: correction of various covenant violations that the nation

had previously covenanted to abstain from (13:1-31)
(a) After hearing the Mosaic law regarding exclusion of Moabites and

Ammonites from the assembly Israel removed all Canaanites from the nation
(13:1-3)

1 On that day the Book of Moses was read aloud as the people listened; and there was
found written in it that no Ammonite or Moabite was ever to enter the assembly of God,

1  On that day they read aloud from the book of Moses in the hearing of the people; and
there was found written in it that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever enter the assembly

of God, 
1  Later that day the book of Moses was read aloud so the people could hear it, and a

written command was discovered therein1 permanently prohibiting the Ammonites and



Moabites from coming into the congregation of God 

1  On that day they read in the book of Moses in the audience of the people; and therein
was found written, that the Ammonite and the Moabite should not come into the

congregation of God for ever;
- “On that day” - refers not to 12:44 but to the time after Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem

to be governor again, as indicated in 13:4-7
- The portion of the Law (the Book of Moses) that was read is Deut 23:3-5

— The Ammonites and Moabites had resisted Israel’s march to Canaan, and the Moabites
had hired Balaam to curse Israel but God turned that attempted curse into a blessing (Num

22-25)
— Therefore Ammonites and Moabites were to have no part in Israel’s temple worship.

— Being reminded of this the people in Nehemiah’s day eliminated those foreigners (as
stated in Neh 13:4-9,23-28).

— Interestingly once again the reading of God’s Word had an effect on the people (Cf. 8:1-
6,13-17; 9:3)

2  because they did not meet the sons of Israel with bread and water, but hired Balaam

against them to curse them. However, our God turned the curse into a blessing.
2  because they did not meet the sons of Israel with bread and water, but hired Balaam

against them to curse them. However, our God turned the curse into a blessing. 
2  because they did not greet the Israelis with food and water, but instead hired Balaam to

oppose them by cursing them, even though our God turned the curse into a blessing. 
2  Because they met not the children of Israel with bread and with water, but hired Balaam

against them, that he should curse them: howbeit our God turned the curse into a blessing.

3  So when they heard the Law, they excluded all foreigners from Israel.
3  So when they heard the law, they excluded all foreigners from Israel.

3  When they heard the Law, they separated all those of foreign descent from Israel.
3  Now it came to pass, when they had heard the law, that they separated from Israel all the

mixed multitude.

(b) When Eliashib converted a sacred temple room into Tobiah's dwelling
Nehemiah ousted Tobiah from the Temple and cleansed this room after

returning from Babylon (13:4-9)
4  Now prior to this, Eliashib the priest, who was appointed over the chambers of the house

of our God, being related to Tobiah,
4  Now prior to this, Eliashib the priest, who was appointed over the chambers of the house

of our God, being related to Tobiah, 



4  Now prior to this, Eliashib the priest, who supervised the store rooms of the Temple of

our God and who was related to Tobiah, 
4  And before this, Eliashib the priest, having the oversight of the chamber of the house of

our God, was allied unto Tobiah:

5  had prepared a large room for him, where previously they used to put the grain offerings,
the frankincense, the utensils and the tithes of grain, wine, and oil prescribed for the

Levites, the singers, and the gatekeepers, and the contributions for the priests.
5  had prepared a large room for him, where formerly they put the grain offerings, the

frankincense, the utensils and the tithes of grain, wine and oil prescribed for the Levites,
the singers and the gatekeepers, and the contributions for the priests. 

5  had prepared a great chamber for him, in the place where they used to place the grain
offerings, incense, and vessels, along with the tithes of the grain, the new wine, and the oil

that was mandated for the descendants of Levi, the singers, the gate keepers, and the
priests’ offerings. 

5  And he had prepared for him a great chamber, where aforetime they laid the
meat offerings, the frankincense, and the vessels, and the tithes of the corn, the new wine,

and the oil, which was commanded to be given to the Levites, and the singers, and the
porters; and the offerings of the priests.

- When Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem he was shocked to find that Eliashib, the high
priest in Judah (Cf. 3:1,20; 13:28), had prepared a large room in the temple for Tobiah

— Eliashib and Tobiah were closely associated, which may mean family ties (Cf. Tobiah’s
relationships by marriage with several Jews, 6:17-18). Tobiah had been an enemy of

Nehemiah, opposing the wall-building (2:10-19; 4:3,7; 6:1,12,17,19); but now that Nehemiah
was gone (13:6) Tobiah the Ammonite (Cf. comments on v1-3) moved into the temple! 

— The room he occupied had been one of the temple storerooms (v4; see comments on
12:44), a side room for storing grain offerings (13:4-5). There Tobiah could oppose God’s

work while posing to assist it!

6  But during all this time I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes
king of Babylon I had come to the king. After some time, however, I requested a leave of

absence from the king,
6  But during all this time I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of Artaxerxes

king of Babylon I had gone to the king. After some time, however, I asked leave from the
king, 

6  During all of this time, I was not in Jerusalem, because I had returned to the king in the
thirty-second year of Artaxerxes, king of Babylon. After a while I obtained permission from

the king 



6  But in all this time was not I at Jerusalem: for in the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes

king of Babylon came I unto the king, and after certain days obtained I leave of the king:

7  and I came to Jerusalem and learned about the evil that Eliashib had committed for
Tobiah, by preparing a room for him in the courtyards of the house of God.

7  and I came to Jerusalem and learned about the evil that Eliashib had done for Tobiah, by
preparing a room for him in the courts of the house of God. 

7  to return to Jerusalem. I learned of the evil thing that Eliashib had done for Tobiah in
furnishing him with a room in the courts of the Temple of God. 

7  And I came to Jerusalem, and understood of the evil that Eliashib did for Tobiah, in
preparing him a chamber in the courts of the house of God.

8  It was very displeasing to me, so I threw all of Tobiah’s household articles out of the

room.
8  It was very displeasing to me, so I threw all of Tobiah’s household goods out of the

room. 
8  I was greatly upset, so I threw out all of Tobiah’s property from the room. 

8  And it grieved me sore: therefore I cast forth all the household stuff of Tobiah out of the
chamber.

9  Then I gave an order, and they cleansed the rooms; and I returned the utensils of the

house of God there with the grain offering and the frankincense.
9  Then I gave an order and they cleansed the rooms; and I returned there the utensils of

the house of God with the grain offerings and the frankincense.
9  I ordered them to purify the chambers, and then they brought back the vessels from the

Temple of God, along with the grain offerings and incense.
9  Then I commanded, and they cleansed the chambers: and thither brought I again the

vessels of the house of God, with the meat offering and the frankincense.
- Artaxerxes is called the king of Babylon because his rule over the Persian Empire included

Babylon. Nehemiah’s return to Artaxerxes (at either Persepolis, the capital, or Susa) was in
432 BC

— Some time later (perhaps two years or more) Nehemiah asked to return to Jerusalem.
How long he stayed this second time is not stated. Malachi may have ministered about that

same time.

Hearing what the high priest had done for Tobiah (Nehemiah called it an evil thing; Cf. v17),
Nehemiah was deeply distressed. Eliashib had been involved in restoring the walls (3:1),

but now inconsistently he had allowed an opponent to reside inside the temple complex!



These wooden additions were private chambers intended for storing the personal items of

the priests. [Their architectural significance will be reviewed in an addendum to these
notes.]

Understandably, Nehemiah was so angry that he went into the chambers and tossed out all
Tobiah’s household goods. He then had the rooms purified, either ceremonially or by

fumigation, or perhaps both, and then he restored the priestly articles that belonged there.

(c) Nehemiah appoints faithful administrators in order to make restitution for
and prevent the future robbing of Levi's tithes (13:10-14)

10  I also discovered that the portions of the Levites had not been given to them, so the
Levites and the singers who performed the service had gone away, each to his own field.

10  I also discovered that the portions of the Levites had not been given them, so that the
Levites and the singers who performed the service had gone away, each to his own field. 

10  I also learned that the allotments for the descendants of Levi had not been distributed.
As a result, the descendants of Levi and singers who were responsible for the service had

each left to go back to their fields. 
10  And I perceived that the portions of the Levites had not been given them: for the

Levites and the singers, that did the work, were fled every one to his field.
- Nehemiah’s next task pertains to why Tobiah was able to occupy one of the storeroom

chambers
— They were empty because the people had failed in their commitment to bring their tithes

and offerings to the Levites. As a result the Levites and others who were to live off
these offerings as they performed spiritual services for the people had to work in the fields

caring for their livestock (Cf. Num 35:1-5). This meant they had less time to work in the
temple.

11  So I reprimanded the officials and said, “Why has the house of God been neglected?”

Then I gathered them together and stationed them at their posts.
11  So I reprimanded the officials and said, “Why is the house of God forsaken?” Then I

gathered them together and restored them to their posts. 
11  So I confronted the officials and asked, “Why is the Temple of God neglected?” Then I

gathered them together and put them back in their places. 
11  Then contended I with the rulers, and said, Why is the house of God forsaken? And I

gathered them together, and set them in their place.

12  All Judah then brought the tithe of the grain, wine, and oil into the storehouses.
12  All Judah then brought the tithe of the grain, wine and oil into the storehouses. 



12  Then all of Judah brought the tithe of the grain, the new wine, and the oil into the

storerooms. 
12  Then brought all Judah the tithe of the corn and the new wine and the oil unto the

treasuries.

13  To be in charge of the storehouses, I appointed Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe,
and Pedaiah from the Levites, and in addition to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the

son of Mattaniah; for they were considered reliable, and it was their task to distribute to
their kinsmen.

13  In charge of the storehouses I appointed Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and
Pedaiah of the Levites, and in addition to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of

Mattaniah; for they were considered reliable, and it was their task to distribute to their
kinsmen. 

13  I appointed over the storerooms: Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah
from the descendants of Levi; and next to them Zaccur’s son Hanan, the grandson of

Mattaniah, because they had been considered faithful. Their duties were to distribute to
their associates.

13  And I made treasurers over the treasuries, Shelemiah the priest, and Zadok the scribe,
and of the Levites, Pedaiah: and next to them was Hanan the son of Zaccur, the son of

Mattaniah: for they were counted faithful, and their office was to distribute unto their
brethren.

14  Remember me for this, my God, and do not wipe out my loyal deeds which I have

performed for the house of my God and its services.
14  Remember me for this, O my God, and do not blot out my loyal deeds which I have

performed for the house of my God and its services.
14  Remember me, my God, concerning this, and do not erase my faithful deeds that I have

undertaken for the Temple of my God, and for its services.
14  Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and wipe not out my good deeds that I have

done for the house of my God, and for the offices thereof.
- Nehemiah reprimanded the Jewish officials for neglecting this aspect of the work of the

temple (the house of God; Cf. v4,7,9,14). Malachi addressed this problem too (Mal 3:8-10).

The officials had failed to make sure the people of Judah obeyed the Lord in these matters.
What made this problem even more distressing for Nehemiah, and difficult to believe, is

that these leaders had previously signed a document promising before the Lord and the
people that they would never again let this happen (Neh 9:38; 10:14-29,35,37,39).

They had even said specifically, “We will not neglect the house of our God” (10:39b).



Besides rebuking the leaders for their neglect, Nehemiah took action to correct the

problem (Cf. 13:17-19). He stationed the Levites at their posts in the temple and appointed
four men—a priest, a scribe, a Levite, and an assistant, all trustworthy (v13)—to oversee the

distribution of the peoples’ tithes (grain, new wine, and oil, v12; Cf. v5; 10:39).
Also Nehemiah, as he so often did, prayed for God’s help in the matter (13:14). Remember

was a plea for help, not merely a request that God not forget something (Cf. “remember” in
v22,29,31; 5:19; 6:14 [2x]). Judah’s leader did not want his efforts of reform to be undone

by the people’s neglect.

(d) Nehemiah stops Sabbath breaking by reprimanding the Sabbath breakers
and by driving away those conducting business on the Sabbath (13:15-22)

15  In those days I saw in Judah people who were treading wine presses on the Sabbath,
and bringing in sacks of grain and loading them on donkeys, as well as wine, grapes, figs,

and every kind of load, and they were bringing them into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. So
I admonished them on the day they sold food.

15  In those days I saw in Judah some who were treading wine presses on the sabbath, and
bringing in sacks of grain and loading them on donkeys, as well as wine, grapes, figs and all

kinds of loads, and they brought them into Jerusalem on the sabbath day. So I admonished
them on the day they sold food. 

15  At that time I saw in Judah some who were treading wine presses on the Sabbath,
bringing in sacks of grain, loading them onto donkeys, along with wine, grapes, figs, and all

kinds of loads. They brought them into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. So I rebuked them
on the day on which they were selling food. 

15  In those days saw I in Judah some treading wine presses on the sabbath, and bringing
in sheaves, and lading asses; as also wine, grapes, and figs, and all manner of burdens,

which they brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day: and I testified against them in the
day wherein they sold victuals.

16  Also people of Tyre were living there who imported fish and all kinds of merchandise,

and sold them to the sons of Judah on the Sabbath, even in Jerusalem.
16  Also men of Tyre were living there who imported fish and all kinds of merchandise, and

sold them to the sons of Judah on the sabbath, even in Jerusalem. 
16  Furthermore, Tyrians were living there who were importing fish and all kinds of

merchandise, selling them to the people of Judah on the Sabbath, even in Jerusalem.
16  There dwelt men of Tyre also therein, which brought fish, and all manner of ware, and

sold on the sabbath unto the children of Judah, and in Jerusalem.
- Another commitment Israel had made in writing was to keep God’s laws regarding the

Sabbath (10:31)



— But when Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem he found that the people had also violated

this promise
— They were working on the Sabbath as they did on the other days of the week. They were

treading grapes in the winepresses, and transporting the wine, along with grain grapes,
figs, and other merchandise, into Jerusalem to sell it.

— They also were buying fish and other items from people of Tyre who resided in
Jerusalem

17  Then I reprimanded the nobles of Judah and said to them, “What is this evil thing that

you are doing, by profaning the Sabbath day?
17  Then I reprimanded the nobles of Judah and said to them, “What is this evil thing you

are doing, by profaning the sabbath day? 
17  I rebuked the officials of Judah, saying to them, “What’s this evil thing that you’re doing

by profaning the Sabbath day? 
17  Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and said unto them, What evil thing is this

that ye do, and profane the sabbath day?

18  Did your fathers not do the same, so that our God brought on us and on this city all this
trouble? Yet you are adding to the wrath against Israel by profaning the Sabbath.”

18  Did not your fathers do the same, so that our God brought on us and on this city all this
trouble? Yet you are adding to the wrath on Israel by profaning the sabbath.”

18  Didn’t your ancestors do the same? And didn’t our God bring on us and on this city all
of this trouble? Now you’re adding to the wrath against Israel by profaning the Sabbath!”

18  Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon us, and upon this
city? yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the sabbath.

19  And it came about that just as it became dark at the gates of Jerusalem before the

Sabbath, I ordered that the doors be shut, and that they were not to open them until after
the Sabbath. Then I stationed some of my servants at the gates so that no load would enter

on the Sabbath day.
19  It came about that just as it grew dark at the gates of Jerusalem before the sabbath, I

commanded that the doors should be shut and that they should not open them until after
the sabbath. Then I stationed some of my servants at the gates so that no load would enter

on the sabbath day. 
19  As the Sabbath approached and it began to get dark at the gates of Jerusalem, I gave

word to shut the gates, charging that they should not be opened until after the Sabbath. I
stationed some of my men at the gates to ensure that no loads would be brought in on the

Sabbath day. 



19  And it came to pass, that when the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark before the

sabbath, I commanded that the gates should be shut, and charged that they should not be
opened till after the sabbath: and some of my servants set I at the gates, that there should

no burden be brought in on the sabbath day.

20  Once or twice the traders and merchants of every kind of merchandise spent the night
outside Jerusalem.

20  Once or twice the traders and merchants of every kind of merchandise spent the night
outside Jerusalem. 

20  As a result, the merchants and sellers of all sorts of goods remained outside Jerusalem
a couple of times. 

20  So the merchants and sellers of all kind of ware lodged without Jerusalem once or
twice.

21  Then I warned them and said to them, “Why do you spend the night in front of the wall?

If you do so again, I will use force against you.” From that time on they did not come on the
Sabbath.

21  Then I warned them and said to them, “Why do you spend the night in front of the wall?
If you do so again, I will use force against you.” From that time on they did not come on the

sabbath. 
21  I argued with them, “Why are you staying outside the wall? If you do this again, I’ll arrest

you.” From that time on, they didn’t come anymore on the Sabbath. 
21  Then I testified against them, and said unto them, Why lodge ye about the wall? if ye do

so again, I will lay hands on you. From that time forth came they no more on the sabbath.

22  And I ordered the Levites that they were to purify themselves and come as gatekeepers
to sanctify the Sabbath day. For this also remember me, my God, and have compassion on

me according to the greatness of Your mercy.
22  And I commanded the Levites that they should purify themselves and come as

gatekeepers to sanctify the sabbath day. For this also remember me, O my God, and have
compassion on me according to the greatness of Your lovingkindness.

22  Then I commanded the descendants of Levi to purify themselves and to come as gate
keepers to sanctify the Sabbath day.

Remember me, my God, and show mercy to me according to the greatness of your
gracious love.

22  And I commanded the Levites that they should cleanse themselves, and that
they should come and keep the gates, to sanctify the sabbath day. Remember me, O my

God, concerning this also, and spare me according to the greatness of thy mercy.



- Again Nehemiah met the problem with a rebuke and action (Cf. v11-13)

— In rebuking their Sabbath desecration (calling it a wicked thing; Cf. v7), he referred to a
similar sin in Jeremiah’s day (Cf. Jer 17:19-27) which God punished by the Exile (calamity).

— Nehemiah had the city doors shut on the Sabbath, beginning on Friday evening, with
guards posted to see that merchandise was not brought in. Even so, some merchants

stayed all night outside the walls, perhaps hoping people would slip outside in the darkness
to purchase their goods. — When Nehemiah heard of this, he threatened to use force

against them. Then he told the Levites (Cf. Neh 13:30) to help guard the gates (Cf. 7:1;
11:19).

— Again (Cf. 13:14) he asked God to help in this problem, showing mercy to him out of His
great love (hesed, “loyal love”).

(e) Nehemiah disciplined those who intermarried with pagans (13:23-29) (Cf.

Ezra 9:1-4)
23  In those days I also saw that the Jews had married women from Ashdod, Ammon, and

Moab.
23  In those days I also saw that the Jews had married women from Ashdod, Ammon and

Moab. 
23  At that time I also noticed that Jews had married women from Ashdod, Ammon, and

Moab. 
23  In those days also saw I Jews that had married wives of Ashdod, of Ammon, and of

Moab:

24  As for their children, half spoke in the language of Ashdod, and none of them knew how
to speak the language of Judah, but only the language of his own people.

24  As for their children, half spoke in the language of Ashdod, and none of them was able
to speak the language of Judah, but the language of his own people. 

24  Furthermore, their children spoke half of the time in the language of Ashdod, and could
not speak in the language of Judah. Instead, they spoke in the languages of various

nations. 
24  And their children spake half in the speech of Ashdod, and could not speak in the Jews’

language, but according to the language of each people.
- The people of Judah had also promised in writing that they would not intermarry with

pagan people (10:30)
— Yet when Nehemiah arrived back in Jerusalem, he found that many of the men had

violated this commitment also (Cf. Ezra 9:1-4; 10:44; Mal 2:10-11) by marrying women from
the Philistine city of Ashdod, and Ammonite and Moabite (Cf. comments on Ezra 10:1-3)

women



— This too had been forbidden in the Mosaic Law (Ex 34:12-16; Deut 7:1-5). These mixed

marriages even meant that their children were speaking their mothers’ language, not
Hebrew (the language of Judah).

25  So I quarreled with them and cursed them, and struck some of them and pulled out

their hair, and made them swear by God, “You shall not give your daughters to their sons,
nor take any of their daughters for your sons or for yourselves.

25  So I contended with them and cursed them and struck some of them and pulled out
their hair, and made them swear by God, “You shall not give your daughters to their sons,

nor take of their daughters for your sons or for yourselves. 
25  So I rebuked them, cursed them, struck some of their men, tore out their hair, and

made them take this oath in the name of God: “You are not to give your daughters to their
sons nor take their daughters for your sons or for yourselves. 

25  And I contended with them, and cursed them, and smote certain of them, and plucked
off their hair, and made them swear by God, saying, Ye shall not give your daughters unto

their sons, nor take their daughters unto your sons, or for yourselves.

26  Did Solomon the king of Israel not sin regarding these things? Yet among the many
nations there was no king like him, and he was loved by his God, and God made him king

over all Israel; yet the foreign women caused even him to sin.
26  Did not Solomon king of Israel sin regarding these things? Yet among the many nations

there was no king like him, and he was loved by his God, and God made him king over all
Israel; nevertheless the foreign women caused even him to sin. 

26  Didn’t Solomon, king of Israel, sin by doing these things, even though among many
nations there was no king like him who was loved by his God, and God made him king over

all Israel? Even so, foreign women caused him to sin. 
26  Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things? yet among many nations was there

no king like him, who was beloved of his God, and God made him king over all Israel:
nevertheless even him did outlandish women cause to sin.

27  Has it not then been reported about you that you have committed all this great evil by

acting unfaithfully against our God, by marrying foreign women?”
27  Do we then hear about you that you have committed all this great evil by acting

unfaithfully against our God by marrying foreign women?” 
27  Should we listen to you and do all of this terrible evil by transgressing against our God

to marry foreign wives?” 
27  Shall we then hearken unto you to do all this great evil, to transgress against our God in

marrying strange wives?



- Again Nehemiah responded with a rebuke (Cf. v11,17). Also he asked God to judge them

(called curses down on them) and even struck some of them physically, pulling out their
hair, probably from their beards.

— To lose one’s beard was a disgrace (2 Sam 10:4; also see Is 50:6). He made them swear
before God that they would not continue to commit this violation of God’s Law. He

reminded them of Solomon’s sin in marrying foreign women (Cf. 1 Kings 11:1-8). This was
wickedness, an act of unfaithfulness.

— Nehemiah’s pulling out the men’s hair may seem to be violent and inappropriate for a
man of God. However, Nehemiah was concerned that God’s judgment not fall again on

Judah. He knew God would not tolerate this sin.

28  Even one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, became a son-in-law
of Sanballat the Horonite, so I chased him away from me.

28  Even one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was a son-in-law of
Sanballat the Horonite, so I drove him away from me. 

28  One of the sons of Eliashib the high priest’s son Joiada was a son-in-law to Sanballat
the Horonite, so I drove him away from me.

28  And one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib the high priest, was son in law to
Sanballat the Horonite: therefore I chased him from me.

29  Remember them, my God, because they have defiled the priesthood and the covenant

of the priesthood and the Levites.
29  Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood and the

covenant of the priesthood and the Levites.
29  Remember them, my God, because they have defiled the priesthood and the covenant

of the priesthood and the descendants of Levi.
29  Remember them, O my God, because they have defiled the priesthood, and the

covenant of the priesthood, and of the Levites.
- Even the priesthood was contaminated by this sin! A grandson of the high priest Eliashib

(Cf. 3:1,20; 13:4) had married Sanballat’s daughter.
- Sanballat, perhaps governor of Samaria, had vigorously opposed Nehemiah’s work (Cf.

2:10,19; 4:1,7; 6:1-2,5,12,14), and now he, like Tobiah (Cf. 6:17-18; 13:4), had apparently
planned through this family relationship to destroy God’s work. Nehemiah had thrown

Tobiah’s furniture out of the temple storage chambers (v8); now he chased the guilty
husband away.

Nehemiah prayed that God would judge the high priest’s grandson. Who else is included in

his word them is not specified, but probably Sanballat was in mind. Mixed marriages defiled



the priesthood for a priest was to marry “only a virgin from his own people” (Lev 21:14).

(f) Nehemiah asks God to remember him for sanctifying the nation from all

things foreign, appointing duties for the priests and Levites, and providing for
the Temple (13:30-31)

30  So I purified them from everything foreign, and assigned duties to the priests and the
Levites, each in his work,

30  Thus I purified them from everything foreign and appointed duties for the priests and
the Levites, each in his task, 

30  I purified them from everything foreign, arranged duties for the priests and the
descendants of Levi, each to his task, 

30  Thus cleansed I them from all strangers, and appointed the wards of the priests and
the Levites, every one in his business;

31  and I arranged for the delivery of wood at appointed times and for the first fruits.

Remember me, my God, for good.
31  and I arranged for the supply of wood at appointed times and for the first fruits.

Remember me, O my God, for good.
31  and I arranged at the appointed time for the supply of wood, and for the first fruits.

Remember me, my God, with favor.
31  And for the wood offering, at times appointed, and for the firstfruits. Remember me, O

my God, for good.
- This problem, like the others reported in this chapter (Cf. v9,22), called for ceremonial

purifying. Again the priests and the Levites were assigned their duties. (Nehemiah was
great at getting people to work!) He also made sure the people brought their contributions

and firstfruits to the temple (Cf. comments on v10-13).

For the fourth time in this chapter this great leader prayed that God would remember him,
that is, that God would bestow His blessings on him in return for his diligence. This book

underscores the importance of physical protection for God’s people in Jerusalem but, more
importantly, it stresses the need for His people to obey His Word, not giving in to

sin through neglect, compromise, or outright disobedience.


