Ruth 4 - Boaz Confronts the Nearer-
Kinsman; Boaz Obtains Right to Marry
Ruth; Obed is Born; Genealogical
Appendix; Prophetic Implications

IV. Divine provision for Ruth (Ruth 4:1-22)
(1) Nearest kinsmen opts not to marry Ruth (4:1-7)
(2) Ruth's reward (4:8-22)
(A) Husband (4:8-12)
(B) Son (4:13-17)
(C) Genealogical prominence (4:18-22)

Ruth 4
IV. Divine provision for Ruth (Ruth 4:1-22)

(1) Nearest kinsmen opts not to marry Ruth (4:1-7)
1 Now Boaz went up to thegate and sat down there, and behold, theredeemer of whom
Boaz spoke was passing by, so he said, “Come over here, friend, sit down here.” And he
came over and sat down.
1 Now Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there, and behold, the close relative of
whom Boaz spoke was passing by, so he said, “Turn aside, friend, sit down here.” And he
turned aside and sat down.
1 Meanwhile, Boaz approached the city gate and sat down there. Just then, the very same
related redeemer whom Boaz had mentioned came by, so Boaz called out to him, “Come
over and sit down here, my friend!” So the man came over and sat down.
1 Then went Boaz up to the gate, and sat him down there: and, behold, the kinsman of
whom Boaz spake came by; unto whom he said, Ho, such a one! turn aside, sit down here.
And he turned aside, and sat down.
- "...the gate” - the city gate was where transactions and legal business was carried out
(Gen 19:1; Deut 15:7-8; 2 Sam 15:2-6; 1 Kings 22:10; Amos 5:10,12,15)
— The gate of the city is similar to what you and | would consider City Hall
— In the ancient tribal traditions, the city was protected and the people that came and went
would go through the gate. The people in authority over the city would check credentials at
the gate.



— If there was a matter of issue, one would meet the elders at the gate of the city (Cf. Gen
19:1)

- Boaz was obviously a wealthy landowner, but he also sits at the city gate, which implies
that he could have been mayor of the city

— When Boaz asks this man to sit down, he does so without question

— Boaz is someone who is used to being obeyed

- "...the redeemer” - probably this other man was a brother of Elimelech, Naomi’'s husband,
which made him an uncle of Ruth’s first husband (this is speculation)

2 Then he took ten men of the elders of the city and said, "Sit down here.” So they sat
down.

2 He took ten men of the elders of the city and said, “Sit down here.” So they sat down.
2 Boaz selected ten of the town elders and spoke to them, “Sit down here.” So they sat
down

2 And he took ten men of the elders of the city, and said, Sit ye down here. And they sat
down.

- "...ten men" - 10 elders; the rabbinical basis for the minyan, the ten men required by
Jewish law to be present before a Jewish synagogue service could be conducted

— There was no specification for 10 men in the Mosaic Law; Boaz chose this jury so the
nearer kinsman's decision would legally stand

3 And he said to the redeemer, “Naomi, who has returned from the land of Moab, has to
sell the plot of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech.

3 Then he said to the closest relative, “Naomi, who has come back from the land of Moab,
has to sell the piece of land which belonged to our brother Elimelech.

3 and Boaz addressed the related redeemer directly: “A portion of a field belonging to our
relative Elimelech is up for sale by Naomi, who recently returned from the country of
Moab.

3 And he said unto the kinsman, Naomi, that is come again out of the country of Moab,
selleth a parcel of land, which was our brother Elimelech’s:

- "...redeemer” - we don't know the relationship of the nearer kinsman and Boaz to Ruth
— However, the important point was that both he and Boaz had the legal qualifications to
redeem Ruth and raise up seed (produce offspring) in the name of her dead husband

— The nearer kinsman had the first right of acceptance; Boaz had the second right

- Boaz is calling the attention of this man to the fact that Naomi is in need of a kinsman
redeemer to step up and redeem the land for her now that she is back in town (Cf. Jer
32:6-12)



— Redeeming the property of a relative in financial distress, and marrying a near relative's
widow to perpetuate his name, were separate procedures

— Lev 25:25-28 legislated the redemption of property; Deut 25:5-10 regulated levirite
marriage. The actions did not always go together, however in this case Boaz wanted to do
both.

- "...brother” - close relative, friend; does not necessary mean "blood brothers”

Kinsman-Redeemer
There were four requirements:
(1) Near kinsman (next of kin, in effect)
(2) Able to perform
(3) Willing to perform (optional)
(4) Must assume all the obligations involved (implied)

4 So | thought that | would inform you, saying, ‘Buy it before those who are sitting here,
and before the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if not, tell me so
that | may know; for there is no one except you to redeem it, and | am after you."” And he
said, “l will redeem jt.”

4 So | thought to inform you, saying, ‘Buy it before those who are sitting here, and before
the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, redeem it; but if not, tell me that | may know;
for there is no one but you to redeem it, and | am after you.” And he said, "l will redeem it
4 So | thought to myself | ought to tell you that you must make a public purchase of this
before the town residents and the elders of my people. So if you intend to act as the
related redeemer, then do so. But if not, let me know, because except for you—and | after
you—there is no one to fulfill the duties of a related redeemer.”

The man responded, "l will act as related redeemer.”

4 And | thought to advertise thee, saying, Buy it before the inhabitants, and before the
elders of my people. If thou wilt redeem it, redeem it: but if thou wilt not redeem it, then tell
me, that | may know: for there is none to redeem it beside thee; and | am after thee. And he
said, | will redeem it.

- Boaz raised the issue of redeeming Naomi's land first (for the first time in Ruth, we learn
that Naomi controlled, owned, inherited or possessed the rights to) property

- "I will redeem it" - Boaz's heart dropped into his sock...he was in love with Ruth, so this
wasn't good news to him

— The nearer kinsman desired Naomi's land, and was at first willing to buy it from her

5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also
acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased, in order to raise up the name of
the deceased on his inheritance.”



5 Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you must also
acquire Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased, in order to raise up the name of
the deceased on his inheritance.”

5 Boaz continued, "On the very day you buy the field from Naomi, you're also “buying”
Ruth the Moabite woman, the wife of her dead husband, so the family name may be
continued as an inheritance.”

5 Then said Boaz, What day thou buyest the field of the hand of Naomi, thou must buy it
also of Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the dead, to raise up the name of the dead upon his
inheritance.

- "...the Moabitess, the widow of the deceased” - Boaz doesn't withhold his punches...he
clearly describes Ruth as a Moabitess, wife of the dead

— "An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into the congregation of the Lord” (Deut 23:3)

Ruth was the only one who could raise up a son to inherit the estate of Elimelech.
Therefore, she was not only an important link in the chain of genealogy, but she sustained
certain rights over the property which Boaz was discussing with the other kinsman. To
redeem the property therefore would involve the goel in the affairs of the foreigner from
Moab. The one who redeemed the estate would have to redeem Ruth also, as she and her
affairs were legally bound up in the field of Elimelech. This was the legal technicality upon
which Boaz was depending on for his victory. [J.V. McGee]

6 Then the redeemer said, "l cannot redeem it for myself, otherwise | would jeopardize
my own inheritance. Redeem it for yourself; you may have my right of redemption, since |
cannot redeem it."”

6 The closest relative said, "l cannot redeem it for myself, because | would jeopardize my
own inheritance. Redeem it for yourself; you may have my right of redemption, for | cannot
redeem jt."

6 At this, the nearer related redeemer replied, “Then | am unable to act as related
redeemer, because that would complicate my own inheritance. You act instead as the
related redeemer, because | cannot do so.”

6 And the kinsman said, | cannot redeem it for myself, lest | mar mine own inheritance:
redeem thou my right to thyself; for | cannot redeem it.

- Here, he is identified as the “nearest” kinsman (closest relative); because of this, he was
under a moral, if not legal, obligation to marry the wife of his deceased relative, if he could
(Deut 25:5-6)

— His refusal to do so would have brought disgrace on him (Deut 25:7-10)

- "...I cannot redeem it" [2x] - he was willing and able to redeem the land, but unable to
redeem the bride



— After redeeming the land with his own money, having to then marry Ruth and produce a
son through her meant that son would legally be the son of Mahlon, and the one to inherit
the property

— In effect, he would pay for the land, but it wouldn't be his offspring who would get the
land; the nearer kinsman would thus end up losing both the property and the investment

— Moreover, not only would the son inherit the property the kinsman redeemed, he would
also inherit part of the kinsman’'s own property

— Since he would lose his investment, the redeemed property, and part of his own land, the
kinsman would be depriving his own heirs

“Nearer Kinsman"”
« Metaphorically, the “nearer kinsman" represents the Mosaic Law

- To begin with, he's nameless

- The Law could not redeem us; it was impossible for the Law to redeem us

- This is made very clear in the NT:

- "Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for

by the law is the knowledge of sin” (Rom 3:20)

The Law was never given to be a redeemer

- The Law was given to reveal man'’s true condition and show us our need for a Savior

- Paul calls it a ministration of condemnation (2 Cor 3:9) and a ministration of death

(2 Cor 3:7)

- The Law was never a savior; the Law actually condemned us rather than saved us
7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning the redemption and the
exchange of land to confirm any matter: a man removed his sandal and gave it to another;
and this was the way of confirmation in Israel.
7 Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning the redemption and the
exchange of land to confirm any matter: a man removed his sandal and gave it to another;
and this was the manner of attestation in Israel.
7 During Israel’s earlier history, all things concerning redeeming or changing inheritances
were confirmed by a man taking off his sandal and giving it to the other party, thereby
creating a public record in Israel.
7 Now this was the manner in former time in Israel concerning redeeming and concerning
changing, for to confirm all things; a man plucked off his shoe, and gave it to his neighbour:
and this was a testimony in Israel.
- "...removed his sandal” - to the giver, a testimony of deferral; the nearer kinsman decided
to pass on redemption (Cf. Gen 13:17; Deut 1:36; 11:24; 25:8-10; Joshua 1:3; 14:9)
— To Boaz, it was a marriage license (to purchase both the land, and a bride)
— Although this may not be the same as the chalitzah, which is based upon Deut 25:5-10



- This verse implies that Ruth was written, or at least compiled, much later than the actual
events it documents

(2) Ruth's reward (4:8-22)
(A) Husband (4:8-12)

8 So the redeemer said to Boaz, "Buy it for yourself” And he removed his sandal.
8 So the closest relative said to Boaz, "Buy it for yourself” And he removed his sandal.
8 So when the nearer related redeemer told Boaz, "Make the purchase yourself," he then
took off his sandal.
8 Therefore the kinsman said unto Boaz, Buy it for thee. So he drew off his shoe.
- To show he relinquished the privilege of redemption, the nearer-kinsman handed his
sandal to Boaz
— The custom itself arose from the fact that fixed property was taken possession of by
treading upon the soil
— Hence, taking off the shoe and handing it to another was a symbol of the transfer of a
possession or the right of ownership

9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, "You are witnesses today that | have
bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to
Chilion and Mahlon.

9 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people, “You are witnesses today that | have
bought from the hand of Naomi all that belonged to Elimelech and all that belonged to
Chilion and Mahlon.

9 At this, Boaz addressed the elders and all of the people: “You all are witnesses today
that | hereby redeem everything from Naomi that belonged to Elimelech, including what
belonged to Chilion and Mahlon,

9 And Boaz said unto the elders, and unto all the people, Ye are witnesses this day, that |
have bought all that was Elimelech’s, and all that was Chilion's and Mahlon's, of the hand of
Naomi.

10 Furthermore, | have acquired Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, to be my wife in
order to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that the name of the
deceased will not be eliminated from his brothers or from the court of his birth place; you
are witnesses today."

10 Moreover, | have acquired Ruth the Moabitess, the widow of Mahlon, to be my wife in
order to raise up the name of the deceased on his inheritance, so that the name of the
deceased will not be cut off from his brothers or from the court of his birth place; you are
witnesses today."



10 along with Mahlon’s wife Ruth the Moabite woman. | will marry her to continue the
family name as an inheritance, so that the name of the deceased does not disappear from
among his relatives, nor from the public record. You are all witnesses today!”

10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, have | purchased to be my wife, to
raise up the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the name of the dead be not cut
off from among his brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are witnesses this day.

- Boaz' emphasis to “raise up the name of the dead” (Mahlon and Elimelech) show Boaz’
concern for the reputation and posterity of his family line

— These were important concerns in Israel because of God's promises regarding
Abraham'’s seed, especially Judah's descendants (Gen 49:10)

11 And all the people who were in the court, and the elders, said, "We are witnesses. May
the LORD make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, both of
whom built the house of Israel; and may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become
famous in Bethlehem.

11 All the people who were in the court, and the elders, said, "We are witnesses. May the
LORD make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, both of whom
built the house of Israel; and may you achieve wealth in Ephrathah and become famous in
Bethlehem.

11 Then all of the assembled people, including the elders who were there, said, "We are
witnesses! May the LORD make this woman who enters your house like Rachel and Leah,
who together established the house of Israel. May you prosper in Ephrathah, and may you
excel in Bethlehem!

11 And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The
LORD make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two
did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in
Bethlehem:

- Rachel and Leah, like Ruth, joined the Israelites from a foreign country, and entered the
Land from a foreign nation that was hostile to God's people

- "...achieve wealth" - hayil, the people joined together and prayed that Boaz would achieve
"wealth, standing, valor, worth, ability” in Israel, and become “famous in Bethlehem" (Cf.
2:1; 3:11)

- "...Ephrathah” - “fruitful”

Hermeneutics
Greek Model: Prophecy = Prediction = Fulfillment
- Hebrew Model: Prophecy = Pattern
- Hebrews study the Scripture to identify patterns, not just what it says



Boaz as a Type of Kinsman-Redeemer

This story really did happen; however, there is also a symbolic meaning
Boaz is in the role of the Goel, Kinsman-redeemer; Jesus Christ is our Kinsman-
Redeemer

- This does not mean that he was/is Christ, but that his role gives us a perspective about
a kinsman-redeemer
If Boaz is the kinsman-redeemer type of Christ, then Ruth is a type of the Church
- She is a Gentile who is taken as a wife by the kinsman-redeemer
- Naomi is a type of Israel

- It seems unusual that Boaz would take to wife a Moabitess, because that was
prohibited in the Torah
He may have been comfortable doing that because Boaz's mother was Rahab, the
Amorite (the one from Jericho)

- By Boaz' act of redemption, he takes a Gentile bride, and redeems the land to Naomi

Types: Goel
He had to be a kinsman (Heb 2:16)
He had to be willing (Rom 3:24; Heb 12:2)
He had to be able (Heb 7:25)
« He had to assume all obligations (Phil 2:9-11)

Reflexive Observations
In order to bring Ruth to Naomi, Naomi had to be exiled from her land
What the Law could not do, Grace did (under the Law, Boaz could not marry Ruth)
« Ruth does not replace Naomi
« Ruth learns of Boaz' ways thru Naomi
- Naomi meets Boaz thru Ruth
No matter how much Boaz loved Ruth, he had to await her move
- Boaz, not Ruth, confronts the “Nearer Kinsman"

12 Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah,
through the descendants whom the LORD will give you by this young woman.”

12 Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez whom Tamar bore to Judah,
through the offspring which the LORD will give you by this young woman.”

12 Moreover, may your house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bore for Judah,
from the offspring that the LORD gives you from this young woman.”



12 And let thy house be like the house of Perez, whom Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed
which the LORD shall give thee of this young woman.

- This verse reads like a wedding toast, maybe uttered by one of the elders at the gate to
Boaz

- "...house of Perez" - Perez was born as the result of a levirate marriage (Gen 38:6-29)
— Perez was the son of Judah from whom Boaz descended

— Perez’ descendants included many leaders who were a blessing to Israel: the tribe of
Judah led the Israelites in the wilderness march and in the conquering and settlement of
the Land following Joshua’s death (Num 10:14; Judges 1:1-2)

— Boaz was of the Clan of Perez, which settled in Bethlehem (1 Chr 2:5; 2:18,50-54; [note
the mention of Ephrathah in v50-51])

- There are many parallels between the story of Boaz and Ruth, and Judah and Tamar:

— Ruth and Tamar were both foreigners who had married into Israel

— The first husbands of both women died leaving them widows

— Both women participated in levirate marriages

— Tamar seduced Judah under the cover of a disguise, but Ruth encouraged Boaz under
the cover of night

— When Judah and Tamar appeared before a public tribunal, they were ashamed

and condemned, but when Boaz and Ruth did so, they received praise and blessing

— In both cases, the husbands were considerably older than their wives

— Both women, however, bore sons in the Davidic messianic line: Ruth honorably and
Tamar dishonorably

— Tamar bore Perez, and Ruth bore Obed (means "he who serves,” v21)

— Obed lived up to his personality trait name by “serving” as Boaz and Ruth's son, and as
Naomi's grandson

The Strange Prophecy

Deut 23:2: A bastard shall not enter into the congregation of the LORD; even to his tenth
generation shall he not enter into the congregation of the LORD:

(1) Perez
(2) Hezron

(3) Ram

(4) Amminadab
(5) Nahshon
(6) Salmon
(7) Boaz
(8) Obed
(9)

9) Jesse



(10) David
Why did a godly Israelite such as Boaz marry a Moabite woman, when the Mosaic Law
forbade Israelites from intermarrying and admitting Moabites into their nation (Deut 23:3)?
The law in Deuteronomy likely had unbelievers, who wanted to immigrate into Israel, in
view. God had always welcomed believers from outside of Israel into the covenant
community (Gen 17; 38; Joshua 2; et al.). It was even His purpose for Israel that she bring
(i.e., draw or attract) people from other nations to God (Ex 19:5-6). God's purpose in the
Abrahamic Covenant, to make Israel a blessing to the world by bringing all people into
relationship with God, antedated and superseded all provisions of the later Mosaic
Covenant. God brought the Mosaic Covenant in alongside the Abrahamic Covenant, in
order to help the Israelites maximize the blessings He had promised Abraham.
How could Samuel anoint Saul (from the Tribe of Benjamin) as King when he knew that the
King was to be of the Tribe of Judah (Gen 49)? — David was not ready yet! He was
prophesied in the time of the Judges (Ruth) in the genealogy from Perez to David!



Genesis 38
:'l:\‘-'} ‘l.‘)J\;}*. ‘:‘;?7;“ L'.“'..'"“-;' .'3’-‘] 1“?3 J‘I:R.‘__J .’I?.‘I‘ '!_‘l"] N0 '1:_'? “Tlf']_l

SERONIN TR W0 3D WINTAD AWM QTN 2
OGN NP 12 M Yam s
NIR UATTOAR NP 2 TPm ThE am 4
(AN ANTIR 2WID MM W ANWTAR NQPM 13 IPM T mom s
TNAM ADWY D2 D gn AT Tpn 6

MY AN T WED D0 T Miea r, T
FPOR? IO 9P ANN D3AN AR MONTON N3 1‘1"'“'? TR NN E

TEIN T TR AUNTON NITON ATm @

Tva Boaz

I I Aol

AMNTD2 NN Tor wn A1 XS0 o 10
PO NaL1D Tt aNGILLL

PR TR DTNTTE RN

AN MR 2wm D0 Tm YIRS NITTD) MnyTe GBN |

PRI WO Bra AT oM aOmTAER W TN Nm avald 120 1z
TINIDA N'PTET NS0 AT Nl

TINE rJ‘D 'r:"l‘:t,.;-t '1‘7" AT T NIRRT -r:n‘:' i E R I )

D'3°r TPDD Dwm TPrnm TPrs2 oom TVDrD Antanhx T ‘l:n'\‘l 14
MENRD P -u‘-"\ﬁ NYT TRY Dot TOND D AnEa 00 wn

3 R T=by by toJu i o] ‘lnr‘j oo ﬁ‘h"l" XM

NP2 3D UIY RD D) eR NI RIT2D esi Tty 70w un
% Nian 2 ~‘7-~|nn--r‘: NP X

W

>

27

:T|"|"7r" SZOI20Y JRATOR RN R DTN TIPWR NN T:Nﬂ_ 17
ToD N -;.:r: 2 0D TR0a wNMm -|'7-1n\ L L= ) and s

A% Tm TR N2 ATy
MONIRYN ST abm Do DTy Dom qPm opmy 19

S YT AR HPTrT Wz 93 ovn j‘l;n_-nw T et 20

B N wNRn
TN PITTTOL 2T NI TILTIPT I EBRD 'n:_:p::; 2Rt e 2

‘/.
-Ir.

TR T2 nnTTRD

TOTITRD T DIPRT EER 00 TNES XD N ot o oo

ALTIR A1

NP M T 7T AP TN MR I 8 MPTIRR T dmwh 23
TINER

TN 05 0?2 R TINr AN, OOt a1 ot whumd 1t 24
SO TIANCEIT AT SNt Ot3ar? ton

T DRt 19 TR T ﬂ.":x‘? ThEnToR iow R nwET X 2s
TIPRT T@mT 29T N0t 59 NITT MmN

333 Obed

™ Yishay
11 (Jesse)

TN 2 NFEER TNDITRD 19700 s npT esdhy TS aom 26

TREI? W

TP DWIND TN ANT? Npa N7

NEY TSR I Ty Or NEpm A0RWD A T Aanp2oa ) 28

TITRT

TIE NP T VY MEIDTRD MMNM TRS NEY T TR 2%R3 10 29
e

O AL WAL NPT WL TTVTOU MR R NF) W 30

wa Boaz
M1 Ruth

1777 David

“=u Obed All in 49-lefter intervals;, &

All in chronological order!

v Jesse
T David




(B) Son (4:13-17)
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he had relations with her. And the
LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife, and he went in to her. And the
LORD enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to a son.
13 So Boaz took Ruth to be his wife, and when he had marital relations with her, the LORD
made her conceive, and she bore a son.
13 So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife: and when he went in unto her, the LORD gave
her conception, and she bare a son.
- Key verse: this is the answer to Naomi and Ruth’s plans to obtain “rest” (2:2; 3:1-5)
— A son was needed to continue the line of Boaz, as well as that of Mahlon and Elimelech
— With the birth of Obed, Ruth and Naomi could both finally “rest”; they produced
someone who would carry on the program of God for Israel
See 7 Gentile Brides for explanations on how each is a type of the Church.

Ruth’s Social Progression

Term Used Meaning Ruth
Nochriyah Foreigner 2110
Shipah Beneath a lower servant 2:13
Amah Maidservant 3:9
lishah Wife 413

14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed is the LORD who has not left you without a
redeemer today, and may his name become famous in Israel.

14 Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed is the LORD who has not left you without a
redeemer today, and may his name become famous in Israel.

14 Then the women of Bethlehem told Naomi, “May the LORD be blessed, who has not left
you today without a related redeemer. May his name become famous throughout Israel!

14 And the women said unto Naomi, Blessed be the LORD, which hath not left thee this
day without a kinsman, that his name may be famous in Israel.

- In 1:20-21, Naomi delivered a scathing indictment of God as her oppressor to the “women
of Bethlehem”

— The vindication of God is not found from the mouth of Naomi in 2:20, but rather from the
mouths of the “women of Bethlehem" to whom Naomi addressed her indictment in 1:20-21

15 May he also be to you one who restores life and sustains your old age; for your
daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than sevensons, has given birth to
him."
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15 May he also be to you a restorer of life and a sustainer of your old age; for your
daughter-in-law, who loves you and is better to you than seven sons, has given birth to
him."

15 And he will restore your life for you and will support you in your old age, because your
daughter-in-law, who loves you and who has borne him, is better for you than seven sons!”
15 And he shall be unto thee a restorer of thy life, and a nourisher of thine old age: for thy
daughter in law, which loveth thee, which is better to thee than seven sons, hath born him.
- "...sustains your old age” - Obed sustained Naomi in her old age by giving her hope (Cf.
1:20-21)

— The Lord is able to bring new joy and restore years lost to sin or grief (Joel 2:25)

- "...seven sons" - the ancient Israelites believed that “seven sons” constituted the ideal
family (Cf. 1 Sam 2:5; Job 1:2; 42:13; Acts 19:14-17)

— Thus, saying Ruth was better to Naomi than “seven sons,” the withesses meant that Ruth
had provided all that an ideal family could possibly provide for Naomi

16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her lap, and became his nurse.

16 Then Naomi took the child and laid him in her lap, and became his nurse.

16 Naomi took care of the child, taking him to her breast and becoming his nurse.

16 And Naomi took the child, and laid it in her bosom, and became nurse unto it.

- "...nurse" - dman, "cared for him"” or “one who serves”

— The expression denotes “a guardian” or “a nanny"”; Naomi basically adopted this
grandson as her own child

17 And the neighbor women gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi!” So
they named him Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

17 The neighbor women gave him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi!” So
they named him Obed. He is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

17 So her women neighbors gave the child a nickname, which is “Naomi has a son!" They
named him Obed. He became the father of Jesse, who was the father of David.

17 And the women her neighbours gave it a name, saying, There is a son born to Naomi;
and they called his name Obed: he is the father of Jesse, the father of David.

- This is one of only two instances in Scripture where a child received a name from
someone other than immediate family (Cf. Ex 2:10; Luke 1:59)

— The narrative finishes off with Naomi, rather than Ruth, to conclude the main point of
Ruth 1. There, Naomi stated it would be impossible for her to have a son (1:11-13), yet at
the end of the book, she has a son, in the form of her adopted grandson.

- Based on the mention of these names, most notably David, it's safe to assume that the
Book of Ruth was put in final form after David became king in Hebron in 1011 BC



(C) Genealogical prominence (4:18-22)
18 Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron,
18 Now these are the generations of Perez: to Perez was born Hezron,
18 This is the genealogy of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron,
18 Now these are the generations of Pharez: Pharez begat Hezron,
- "...Perez" - the geneaology begins with Pharez because he was the founder of the branch
of Judah's family that took his name, to which Elimelech and Boaz belonged (Num 26:20)
— He was the illegitimate son of Judah and Tamar (1 Chr 2:4), who, like Jacob, seized the
initiative to be in the line of the Messiah from his brother (Gen 38:27-30)
- "..Hezron" - immigrated to or was born in Egypt (Gen 46:12)
— He was the head of the Hezron Clan (Num 26:21)

19 Hezron fathered Ram, and Ram fathered Amminadab,

19 and to Hezron was born Ram, and to Ram, Amminadab,

19 Hezron fathered Ram, and Ram fathered Amminadab.

19 And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat Amminadab,

- "...Ram" - mentioned in 1 Chr 2:9

- "...Amminadab” - the father-in-law of Aaron, who married his daughter Elisheba (Ex 6:23)

20 and Amminadab fathered Nahshon, and Nahshon fathered Salmon,

20 and to Amminadab was born Nahshon, and to Nahshon, Salmon,

20 Amminadab fathered Nahshon, and Nahshon fathered Salmon.

20 And Amminadab begat Nahshon, and Nahshon begat Salmon,

- "...Nahshon" - the prince of the Tribe of Judah at the time of Moses (Ex 6:23; Num 1:7,
2:3,712,7:17,10:14)

- "..Salmon” - married Rahab (Matt 1:5) and thus he participated in the conquest of the
Land and settled in Bethlehem

— Also, spelled as Salman and Salma (1 Chr 2:10-11, 2:51, 2:54)

21 and Salmon fathered Boaz, and Boaz fathered Obed,

21 and to Salmon was born Boaz, and to Boaz, Obed,

21 Salmon fathered Boaz, and Boaz fathered Obed.

21 And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed,

- "...Boaz fathered Obed" - the fact that Obed is connected with Boaz, rather than Mahlon,
does not mean Boaz failed to perpetuate Mahlon’s line and reputation

- Boaz, like Enoch, represented the seventh of ten generations, and both set the course of
his family toward godliness



22 and Obed fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered David.
22 and to Obed was born Jesse, and to Jesse, David.
22 Then Obed fathered Jesse, who fathered David.

22 And Obed begat Jesse, and Jesse begat David.

This genealogy emphasizes how God circumvented custom and tradition in providing
Israel's great redeemer, David. Like Perez, Boaz was the descendant of an Israelite father,

Salmon, and a Canaanite harlot, Rahab (Matt 1:5). Both Tamar and Rahab became Israelites
because they believed and valued God's promises to Israel, as Ruth did. David himself was
the youngest (Cf. Jacob and Perez), rather than the oldest, son of Jesse.

The Tenth Man

Adam

Seth

Enosh
Kenan
\EREIEIE]
Jared
Enoch
Methuselah
Lamech
Noah

Comparison of Ruth and Esther
Ruth

Shem |lsaac
Arphaxad Jacob
Salah Judah

Eber Pharez
Peleg Hezron

Reu Ram

Serug Amminadab
NElglels Nahshon
Terah Salman
Abraham Boaz

Esther

A Gentile woman

Living among Jews

Married a Jew (Boaz)

empire

Emphasizes the sovereignty of God
God’'s Name is mentioned

A Jewish woman
Living among Gentiles
Married a Gentile in the royal line who ruled an

Emphasizes the providence of God
God’'s Name is not mentioned (explicitly)



Both stories demonstrate that “chance” = God working under cover

Review of Prophetic Implications in Ruth
In order to bring Ruth to Naomi, Naomi had to be exiled from her land
«  What the Law could not do, Grace did
« Ruth does not replace Naomi
Ruth learns of Boaz's ways thru Naomi
Naomi meets Boaz thru Ruth
Ruth is introduced to Boaz through an ‘unnamed servant’
- No matter how much Boaz loved Ruth, he had to await her move
- Boaz, not Ruth, confronts the “Nearer Kinsman"
« In Ruth 1, Ruth doesn't even know Boaz exists
In Ruth 2, Ruth is a poor laborer, gleaning in the field of Boaz and receiving his gifts
- To her, Boaz is only a mighty man of wealth who shows kindness to her
« The turning point is in Ruth 3 where Ruth yields herself at the feet of Boaz and believes
his promises
- The resultis recorded in Ruth 4: Ruth is no longer a poor gleaner, for now she has
Boaz, and everything he owns belongs to her
Too many of God’s people are content to live in Ruth 2, picking up the leftovers and
doing the best they can in their difficult situation. What a difference it would make if
they would only surrender themselves to the Lord and focus on the Giver instead of
the gifts!
The events in the Book of Ruth occurred during the period of the Judges, a time not much
different from our own day. If you focus only on the evils of our day, you'll become
pessimistic and cynical; but, if you ask God what field He wants you to work in and
faithfully serve Him, you'll experience His grace, love, and joy.
Judges is the book of “no king” (Judges 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25). First Samuel is the book of
“man’s king,” when God gave Saul to Israel because they asked for him. Things will get so
bad in our world that the nations will one day cry out for a king to feed them and protect
them. That king will appear, and we call him the Antichrist. But 1 Samuel isn’t the end of the
story. 2 Samuel is the book of God's king! David did appear on the scene, and he did (and
will) establish the kingdom in the name of the Lord. Likewise, when man'’s king has done his
worst, God's King will appear, judge this evil world, put away ungodliness, and then
establish His glorious kingdom.

Types in the Book of Ruth
First, remember that this is a historical story. Ruth, Boaz and Naomi were real people.
Second, there is another level: God uses analogies, or what is Biblically called “types"” or



"models.” A model is a representation of something for our insight or instruction.
Boaz
Goel = kinsman-redeemer
(1) Kinsman
(2) Able
(3) Willing
(4) Assume all obligations
Boaz was:
Mighty in pedigree (2:1)
Mighty in power (2:1)
In him lay total authority (2:5)
...Riches of grace (2:10)
...Large in provision (2:14-16)
...Plenteous in redemption (4:19)
Ruth is introduced to Boaz by an unnamed servant (Gen 24; John 16:13)
In order to bring Ruth to Boaz, it was necessary for Naomi to be exiled from her land (lIs
6:9-13; Rom 11:11-12)

Ruth

A Gentile, brought in through the exile of Naomi

Ruth is a type of the Church

Law legally forbade intermarriage (Deut 7:2-3); esp. Moabites (Deut 23:3)

Law shut her out; grace took her in (Rom 8:3-4)

Ruth does not “replace” Naomi
Until Ruth is ready to become the bride of Boaz, Naomi remains in exile!
See 2:10 with Grace (see nearer Kinsman)
See 3:2 and wash; anointment; raiment

Mystery of Church (Eph 3:5-6; Rom 11:25-26)

- Hidden (Matt 13:11,13-15; John 12:36-41)

The Book of Ruth traditionally associated with Feast of Pentecost

No matter how much Boaz loved Ruth, he had to await her move!

Naomi
Naomi = “pleasant” (Land)
Driven out of the promised land, into the land of the Gentiles
Only 25% survive (Deut 4:27; 28:62,64-70)
During the exile of Israel, the land lay waste and famine-ridden... Israel's widowhood
as the "wife of Jehovah” (Is 54:4-8,10; Hosea 1:3-9; 2:1-2,5,14,16; 3:4-5)



« In exile until the Bride is ready (Rom 11:25-26; Lev 26:42,44; Ezek 36:24,28; 37:25;
Acts 15:13-16)
Boaz & Naomi "never meet” (John 1:11)
Naomi only learns of Boaz through Ruth

« Ruth learns of Boaz's ways through Naomi

- Naomi is complaining of being “empty”; “A son is born to Naomi!" She is the profound
recipient.

Nearer Kinsman = The Law
- He had debt of his own to pay (Ps 14:2-3; Ps 49:6-8). The "nearer kinsman" perhaps
represents the Law. What the Law could not do, Jesus Christ did.
- The Law is perfect: that is why imperfect men cannot keep it
- The Law is holy: that is why sinners are condemned by it
- The Law is just: therefore cannot show mercy to the guilty
- The Law prohibits; Grace invites and gives
- The Law condemns the sinner; Grace redeems the sinner
- The Law reveals sin; Grace atones for sin
- By the Law is the knowledge of sin; by Grace is redemption from sin
- The Law was given by Moses; Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ
- The Law demands obedience; Grace bestows and gives power to obey
- The Law says do and do not; Grace says "It is done”
- The Law says, Continue to be holy; Grace says, "It is finished”
- The Law curses; Grace blesses
« The Law slays the sinner; Grace makes the sinner alive
- The Law shuts every mouth before God; Grace opens the mouth to praise God
- The Law condemns the best man; Grace saves the worst man
- The Law says, pay what you owe; Grace says, | freely forgive you all
- The Law says “The wages of sin is death”; Grace says, "The gift of God is eternal
life"
- The Law says, “The soul that sinneth it shall die”; Grace says, Believe and live
- The Law was done away in Christ; Grace abides forever
- The Law puts us under bondage; Grace sets us in the liberty of the sons of God



