
1 Chronicles 28 - Public Announcement
of Solomon's Succession; Temple
Blueprints; David Commissions
Construction

II. David prepares to build the temple (1 Chr 10:1—29:30)
(9) David's final address (1 Chr 28:1—29:22a)

(A) Solomon charged with building the temple and obeying the covenant (28:1-10)
(B) Solomon receives the divine plan for the temple as well as an exhortation from

David (28:11-21)

Third Account of God’s Promises to David
A primary concern of the Chronicler, the evidence of which is his selection of material and

emphases, was the promise of a King who would eventually come and rule over God’s
people. God had fulfilled some of the Davidic Covenant promises in David’s lifetime. He

fulfilled others in Solomon’s reign. Still others remained unfulfilled to this day. 
For the third time, the Chronicler recorded the promises God gave to David. In the first

case, God spoke to David (17:1-27); in the second case, David spoke to Solomon (22:1-19);
in the third, David spoke to Solomon and Israel’s other leaders (28:1).

David may have thought that Solomon would fulfill the rest of the promises in the covenant
(28:5-7). He must have realized that to do so Solomon would have to obey God faithfully

(28:7). Solomon, however, was not completely obedient. Consequently, if God is faithful to
His promises, a faithful Son of David had to arise. The Chronicler looked forward to this

future hope.

1 Chronicles 28
(9) David's final address (1 Chr 28:1—29:22a)

(A) Solomon charged with building the temple and obeying the covenant (28:1-10)
1  Now David assembled at Jerusalem all the officials of Israel, the leaders of the tribes,

and the commanders of the divisions that served the king, the commanders of thousands,
and the commanders of hundreds, and the overseers of all the property and livestock

belonging to the king and his sons, with the officials and the mighty men, all the valiant
warriors.



1  Now David assembled at Jerusalem all the officials of Israel, the princes of the tribes,

and the commanders of the divisions that served the king, and the commanders of
thousands, and the commanders of hundreds, and the overseers of all the property and

livestock belonging to the king and his sons, with the officials and the mighty men, even all
the valiant men. 

1  David gathered together all of the leaders of Israel, the leaders of the tribes, division
officers who reported to the king, the commanders of thousands, commanders of

hundreds, the supervisors of the property and livestock that belonged to the king and to
his sons, along with all of the officers of the palace, the elite forces, and all of the soldiers.

1  And David assembled all the princes of Israel, the princes of the tribes, and the captains
of the companies that ministered to the king by course, and the captains over the

thousands, and captains over the hundreds, and the stewards over all the substance and
possession of the king, and of his sons, with the officers, and with the mighty men, and

with all the valiant men, unto Jerusalem.

2  Then King David rose to his feet and said, “Listen to me, my brothers and my people; I
had intended to build a permanent home for the ark of the covenant of the LORD and for

the footstool of our God. So I had made preparations to build it.
2  Then King David rose to his feet and said, “Listen to me, my brethren and my people; I

had intended to build a permanent home for the ark of the covenant of the Lord and for the
footstool of our God. So I had made preparations to build it. 

2  King David rose to his feet and said, “My fellow citizens, may I have your attention. I
intended to build a house of rest for the Ark of the Covenant of the LORD, for a footstool of

our God, so I began preparations for its construction. 
2  Then David the king stood up upon his feet, and said, Hear me, my brethren, and my

people: As for me, I had in mine heart to build an house of rest for the ark of the covenant
of the LORD, and for the footstool of our God, and had made ready for the building:

- The earlier OT historical books (Samuel, Kings) did not record this announcement

3  But God said to me, ‘You shall not build a house for My name, because you are a man of
war and have shed blood.’

3  But God said to me, ‘You shall not build a house for My name because you are a man of
war and have shed blood.’ 

3  But then God told me, ‘You will not build a temple to my name, because you are a man of
war, and you have committed bloodshed.’

3  But God said unto me, Thou shalt not build an house for my name, because thou hast
been a man of war, and hast shed blood.



- God rejected David’s plan to build him a temple for three reasons (see note at 2 Sam 7:7;

1 Chr 22:8)

4  Yet, the LORD, the God of Israel, chose me from all the household of my father to be king
over Israel forever. For He has chosen Judah to be a leader; and in the house of Judah, my

father’s house, and among the sons of my father He took pleasure in me to make me king
over all Israel.

4  Yet, the LORD, the God of Israel, chose me from all the house of my father to be king
over Israel forever. For He has chosen Judah to be a leader; and in the house of Judah, my

father’s house, and among the sons of my father He took pleasure in me to make me king
over all Israel. 

4  Nevertheless, the LORD God of Israel chose me from my entire ancestral household to
be king over Israel forever, since he had chosen Judah as Commander-in-Chief. In my

ancestor Judah’s household, from my father’s household, and from among my father’s
sons it pleased him to make me king over all of Israel.

4  Howbeit the LORD God of Israel chose me before all the house of my father to be king
over Israel for ever: for he hath chosen Judah to be the ruler; and of the house of Judah,

the house of my father; and among the sons of my father he liked me to make me king over
all Israel:

- David emphasized the fact that it was God who chose the tribe of Judah to be the royal
tribe (Gen 49:8-10); and from Judah, God chose David’s family to be the royal family (1

Sam 16:6-13; 2 Sam 7)

5  Of all my sons (for the LORD has given me many sons), He has chosen my son Solomon
to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel.

5  Of all my sons (for the LORD has given me many sons), He has chosen my son Solomon
to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. 

5  “Now out of all of my sons (since the LORD has given me many of them), he has
selected my son Solomon to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the LORD, ruling over

Israel. 
5  And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon

my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel.

6  He said to me, ‘Your son Solomon is the one who shall build My house and My
courtyards; for I have chosen him to be a son to Me, and I will be a Father to him.

6  He said to me, ‘Your son Solomon is the one who shall build My house and My courts; for
I have chosen him to be a son to Me, and I will be a father to him. 

6  He told me,



‘I chose your son Solomon to be the one who will construct my Temple and my courts,

because I have chosen him to be a son to me, and I will be a father to him. 
6  And he said unto me, Solomon thy son, he shall build my house and my courts: for I have

chosen him to be my son, and I will be his father. Then God chose Solomon to be David’s
successor and the one to build the temple.

7  I will establish his kingdom forever if he resolutely performs My commandments and My

ordinances, as is done now.’
7  I will establish his kingdom forever if he resolutely performs My commandments and My

ordinances, as is done now.’ 
7  I will establish his kingdom forever, assuming he remains strongly committed to carry out

my commandments and ordinances, as he is doing today.’
7  Moreover I will establish his kingdom for ever, if he be constant to do my commandments

and my judgments, as at this day.
- David must have thought that Solomon would see fulfillment of the rest of the promises in

the Davidic Covenant, and to do so, Solomon would have to obey God faithfully
— Solomon, however, was not completely obedient. Consequently, if God is faithful to His

promises, a faithful Son of David had to arise.
— This charge from David was directed to all assembled leaders, not just Solomon (as is

clear from the plural imperatives in the Hebrew text)

8  So now, in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the LORD, and in the presence of our
God, keep and seek after all the commandments of the LORD your God so that you may

possess the good land and leave it as an inheritance to your sons after you forever.
8  So now, in the sight of all Israel, the assembly of the LORD, and in the hearing of our

God, observe and seek after all the commandments of the LORD your God so that you may
possess the good land and bequeath it to your sons after you forever.

8  Therefore, in the presence of all of Israel, the assembly of the LORD, and while our God
is listening, observe and search through all of the commandments of the LORD your God,

so that you may continue to possess this good land, leaving it for an inheritance forever to
benefit your descendants who come after you.”

8  Now therefore in the sight of all Israel the congregation of the LORD, and in the audience
of our God, keep and seek for all the commandments of the LORD your God: that ye may

possess this good land, and leave it for an inheritance for your children after you for ever.
- What good was a beautiful temple if the people were disobedient to their God? They

owed it to the Lord and to one another, as fellow citizens in God’s assembly, to live
according to the Law that God had graciously given to them



— The Jews owned the land by virtue of God’s covenant with Abraham (Gen 12:1-3; 13:14-

18), but they possessed and enjoyed the land only so long as they obeyed God’s Word
— If they wanted to maintain possession of the land and leave it to the next generation,

then they had to be an obedient people (Deut 27-30)
9  “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him

wholeheartedly and with a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts, and understands
every intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake

Him, He will reject you forever.
9  “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him with a whole

heart and a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts, and understands every intent of
the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will reject

you forever. 
9  “Now as for you, my son Solomon, get to know the God of your father. Serve him with a

sound heart and a devoted soul, because the LORD is searching every heart, every plan
and thought. He will be found by you, assuming you are seeking him, but if you abandon

him, he will abandon you forever. 
9  And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a

perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth
all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou

forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever.
- David stressed obedience from the heart, not just external conformity to the ritual he had

established. Like Solomon, the people also failed here (Is 29:13).

10  Consider now, for the LORD has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary; be
courageous and act.”

10  Consider now, for the LORD has chosen you to build a house for the sanctuary; be
courageous and act.”

10  So keep watching, because the LORD has chosen you to build the Temple of his
sanctuary. So be strong, and get to work!”

10  Take heed now; for the LORD hath chosen thee to build an house for the sanctuary: be
strong, and do it.

(B) Solomon receives the divine plan for the temple as well as an exhortation from

David (28:11-21)
11  Then David gave to his son Solomon the plan of the porch of the temple, its buildings,

its storehouses, its upper rooms, its inner rooms, and the room for the atoning cover;
11  Then David gave to his son Solomon the plan of the porch of the temple, its buildings,

its storehouses, its upper rooms, its inner rooms and the room for the mercy seat; 



11  At this point in his address, David transferred to his son Solomon the construction plans

for the Hall of Justice, its buildings, its treasure vaults, its upper rooms, its inner chambers,
the housing for the Mercy Seat, 

11  Then David gave to Solomon his son the pattern of the porch, and of the
houses thereof, and of the treasuries thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, and of

the inner parlours thereof, and of the place of the mercy seat,

(David’s) Solomon’s Temple

12  and the plan of all that he had in mind, for the courtyards of the house of the LORD, and

for all the surrounding rooms, for the storehouses of the house of God and for the
storehouses of the dedicated things;

12  and the plan of all that he had in mind, for the courts of the house of the LORD, and for
all the surrounding rooms, for the storehouses of the house of God and for the storehouses

of the dedicated things; 
12  and the plans for everything else that he had in mind for the courtyards of the Temple

of the LORD. Included were plans for all of the surrounding vaults and treasuries of the
Temple of God intended for storage of dedicated gifts, 

12  And the pattern of all that he had by the spirit, of the courts of the house of the LORD,
and of all the chambers round about, of the treasuries of the house of God, and of the

treasuries of the dedicated things:
- God’s work would be done according to His pattern in His way in His perfect timing



13  also for the divisions of the priests and the Levites and for all the work of the service of

the house of the LORD and for all the utensils of service in the house of the LORD;
13  also for the divisions of the priests and the Levites and for all the work of the service of

the house of the LORD and for all the utensils of service in the house of the LORD; 
13  for use by the ranks of priests and descendants of Levi, for all the work of service

responsibilities in the Temple of the LORD, and for all of the utensils used in the work of the
Temple of the LORD. 

13  Also for the courses of the priests and the Levites, and for all the work of the service of
the house of the LORD, and for all the vessels of service in the house of the LORD.

14  for the golden utensils, by weight of gold for all utensils for every service; for all the

silver utensils, by weight of silver for all utensils for every service;
14  for the golden utensils, the weight of gold for all utensils for every kind of service; for

the silver utensils, the weight of silver for all utensils for every kind of service; 
14  David also transferred to him by weight the gold that was to be used to craft the service

utensils, the silver that was to be used to craft the service utensils, 
14  He gave of gold by weight for things of gold, for all instruments of all manner of service;

silver also for all instruments of silver by weight, for all instruments of every kind of service:

15  and the weight of gold for the golden lampstands and their golden lamps, with the
weight of each lampstand and its lamps; and the weight of silver for the silver lampstands,

with the weight of each lampstand and its lamps according to the use of each lampstand;
15  and the weight of gold for the golden lampstands and their golden lamps, with the

weight of each lampstand and its lamps; and the weight of silver for the silver lampstands,
with the weight of each lampstand and its lamps according to the use of each lampstand; 

15  the gold for the golden lamp stands and their lamps, the silver for a lamp stand and its
lamps (each according to its intended use in the service), 

15  Even the weight for the candlesticks of gold, and for their lamps of gold, by weight for
every candlestick, and for the lamps thereof: and for the candlesticks of silver by weight,

both for the candlestick, and also for the lamps thereof, according to the use of every
candlestick.

- “...lampstands” - menorah

16  and the gold by weight for the tables of the showbread, for each table; and silver for the
silver tables;

16  and the gold by weight for the tables of showbread, for each table; and silver for the
silver tables; 

16  the gold by weight for each table of the rows of bread, the silver for the silver tables, 



16  And by weight he gave gold for the tables of shewbread, for every table; and likewise

silver for the tables of silver:

17  and the forks, the basins, and the pitchers of pure gold; and for the golden bowls with
the weight for each bowl; and for the silver bowls with the weight for each bowl;

17  and the forks, the basins, and the pitchers of pure gold; and for the golden bowls with
the weight for each bowl; and for the silver bowls with the weight for each bowl; 

17  pure gold for the forks, the basins, the cups, the golden bowls (along with enough gold
by weight for each one), enough weight for each of the silver bowls, 

17  Also pure gold for the fleshhooks, and the bowls, and the cups: and for the golden
basons he gave gold by weight for every bason; and likewise silver by weight for every

bason of silver:

18  and for the altar of incense, refined gold by weight; and gold for the model of the
chariot, and the cherubim that spread out their wings and covered the ark of the covenant

of the LORD.
18  and for the altar of incense refined gold by weight; and gold for the model of the

chariot, even the cherubim that spread out their wings and covered the ark of the covenant
of the LORD.

18  refined gold for the altar of incense, by weight, along with his plans for crafting the
golden chariot for the cherubim that spread out their wings to cover the Ark of the

Covenant of the LORD.
18  And for the altar of incense refined gold by weight; and gold for the pattern of the

chariot of the cherubims, that spread out their wings, and covered the ark of the covenant
of the LORD.

- “…cherubim” - using the imagery of Ps 18:10, the cherubim are depicted as the vehicle in
which God moves

19  “All this,” said David, “the LORD made me understand in writing by His hand upon me,

all the details of this pattern.”
19  “All this,” said David, “the LORD made me understand in writing by His hand upon me,

all the details of this pattern.”
19  “All of these things the LORD made clear to me in writing at his direction—the

construction plans for all of the building.”
19  All this, said David, the LORD made me understand in writing by his hand upon me,

even all the works of this pattern.
- “...in writing” - David wrote down the temple blueprints under the Holy Spirit’s divine

inspiration



— This is a remarkable verse: the pattern of the temple was from God just as much as the

pattern of the tabernacle was from God (Ex 25:9,40; 27:8; Heb 8:5)

David Commissions the Construction (28:20—29:9)
20  Then David said to his son Solomon, “Be strong and courageous, and act; do not fear

nor be dismayed, for the LORD God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you nor forsake
you until all the work for the service of the house of the LORD is finished.

20  Then David said to his son Solomon, “Be strong and courageous, and act; do not fear
nor be dismayed, for the LORD God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you nor forsake

you until all the work for the service of the house of the LORD is finished. 
20  David continued with these words for his son Solomon: “Be strong and courageous,

and get to work. Never be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God, my God, is with you.
He will not fail you nor will he abandon you right up to your completion of the work for the

service of the Temple of the LORD. 
20  And David said to Solomon his son, Be strong and of good courage, and do it: fear not,

nor be dismayed: for the LORD God, even my God, will be with thee; he will not fail thee,
nor forsake thee, until thou hast finished all the work for the service of the house of the

LORD.
- Haggai echoed David’s words of encouragement to begin building hundreds of years later

(Haggai 2:4-5)

21  Now behold, there are the divisions of the priests and the Levites for all the service of
the house of God, and every willing man of any skill will be with you in all the work for all

kinds of service. The officials also and all the people will be entirely at your command.”
21 Now behold, there are the divisions of the priests and the Levites for all the service of

the house of God, and every willing man of any skill will be with you in all the work for all
kinds of service. The officials also and all the people will be entirely at your command.”

21  Now look! Here are the ranks of the priests and the descendants of Levi for the entire
service of the Temple of God, and in all of the work there will be all types of volunteers who

have skills for anything needed for the services. Furthermore, the officers and all of the
people will be at your complete command.”

21  And, behold, the courses of the priests and the Levites, even they shall be with thee for
all the service of the house of God: and there shall be with thee for all manner of

workmanship every willing skilful man, for any manner of service: also the princes and all
the people will be wholly at thy commandment.


